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Admissions Criteria and Continued Enrollment for POD Students, 2017-2018

People of Determination Policy
Purpose
The purpose of People of Determination (POD) is to ensure that all students with special
needs are eligible to receive special education programs and services. A meeting is to be
held for this purpose and a plan is to be developed. This plan, according to the identified
area may result in an:





IEP (Individualized Learning Plan)
ALP (Advanced Learning Plan)
PLP (Personalized Learning Plan)
BMP (Behavioral Management Plan)

Policy for IEP
1. IEP Overview {* Refer to Addendum D}
An IEP is a written statement for a child with a disability that is developed, reviewed, and
revised in a team meeting. During the meeting, the team specifies the individual
educational needs of the child and what special education and related services are
necessary to meet the child’s educational needs.
2. Eligibility
Students who are eligible for IEPs must be diagnosed with one or more of the following
disabilities:
01. Autism
02. Complex sensory disability
03. Auditory impaired and deafness
04. Visually impaired and blindness
05. Intellectual disability (Low IQ, mental retardation etc.)
06. Physical disability (Cerebral Palsy etc.)
07. Multiple disabilities
08. Speech and language disorders
09. Traumatic brain injury
10. Behavioral and personal disorders
11. Specific learning disabilities (dyslexia, dyscalculia etc.)
12. Health disabilities (diabetes, heart issues etc.)
13. Attention deficit disorders and hyperactivity (ADHD/ADD
3. Persons responsible for the development of the IEP
 At least one regular education teacher
 At least one special education teacher
 Subject coordinator
 POD coordinator
 Supervisor
 School /external psychologist
 School counselor
 School administration




Parents
Students (if appropriate for G6 and above)

4. Referral
 Written referrals to the PODCO may be made by any school personnel and will
be received by the school principal or any other person as designated by the
principal.
 POD team members receive notification of a proposed POD meeting and POD
team meets and reviews referrals received.
 POD team conducts a review of students’ academic and performance history,
medical history and conducts classroom observations in the area of concern.
 POD team makes recommendations for interventions intended to improve the
students’ academic performance and develop an IEP accordingly.
 POD team monitors the students’ progress and reviews data weekly for
discussion.
 POD team communicates closely with parents on a monthly basis, and lets them
know if goals/objectives have been met.
Policy for ALP
1. ALP overview
The purpose of the plan is to identify gifted/talented students. They will have an Advanced
Learning Plan (ALP) created for them by their school teachers, G&T coordinator, POD team
and administration where appropriate. A gifted child is a child who has the ability to perform
in any domain of human ability, and achieve results, at a level we would usually expect of
students some years older.
2. Eligibility
The process involves evaluating a child’s raw intellectual ability, comparing the child’s
performance on a Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) to the performance of other children of the
same age and sex, on the same tasks. A performance that is notably above average
indicates exceptional cognitive abilities.
3. Persons responsible for the development of the ALP
 At least one regular education teacher
 At least one special education teacher
 G&T coordinator
 POD coordinator
 School administration
 Parents
 Students (if appropriate for G6 and above)

4. Referral
 The POD team, teachers, special education teachers, coordinators and school
administration establish uniform procedures for screening, referring, identifying
and serving students from G3-9 who are gifted in general intellectual or specific
academic aptitude.
 These screening processes are to be conducted annually.
 POD team, teachers, coordinators and administration review data and scores to
determine whether students are eligible for ALPs.
 G&T Coordinator will record at least three measures from the following
categories:
a. Assessment of appropriate student products, performance, or portfolio
b. Record of observation of in-class behavior
c. Appropriate rating scales, checklists, or questionnaires
d. Individual interviews
e. Individually administered or group-administered aptitude or achievement
test
f. Record of previous accomplishments (such as awards, honors, grades etc.)
g. Additional valid and reliable measures or procedures



G&T Coordinator will decide on an appropriate ALP to effectively meet the
assessed students’ learning needs, which stresses on differentiated curriculum and
instruction.
G&T Coordinator will communicate closely with parents on a monthly/term basis.

Policy for PLP
PLP overview
1. The purpose of this plan is to establish a process by which students with minor learning
disabilities, who have not been deemed eligible for an IEP, but who require special
education programs to achieve curriculum expectations and/or whose learning
expectations are alternative to the expectations set out for a particular grade level.
2. Eligibility
 Students with ADD or ADHD
 Slow learners
 Students with dyslexia/ dyscalculia
 Lack of prior appropriate instruction in reading (phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary development, reading comprehension strategies)
 Lack of oral and written expression (limited English proficiency)
 Lack of prior appropriate instruction in math
3. Persons responsible for the development of the PLP
 At least one regular education teacher
 At least one special education teacher
 Subject coordinator
 POD coordinator




Parents
Students (if appropriate for grades 6 and above)

4. Referral
 POD team members receive notification of a proposed POD meeting
and POD team meets and reviews referrals received.
 POD team conducts a review of students’ academic and performance history,
medical history (for ADD/ADHD) and conducts classroom observations in the
area of concern.
 POD team makes recommendations for interventions intended to improve the
students’ academic performance and develop a PLP accordingly.
 POD team monitors the students’ progress and reviews data weekly for
discussion.
 POD team communicates closely with parents every 90 days, and lets them
know if POD /objectives have been met.
 POD team reviews and updates the PLP goals every 90 days.
 POD team terminates a child’s PLP, determining that the child is no longer
eligible for a PLP and is capable of continuing in the mainstream classroom and
achieve curriculum and grade level expectations.
Policy for BMP
1. BMP overview
The purpose of this plan is to clarify what behaviors are being targeted for change
and how change will be handled. This plan is to be created once a series of
interventions and strategies have been tried and have been unsuccessful.
2. Eligibility
 Students whose behavior in class affects their learning process
 Students with disabilities (to be included in their IEP or PLP if needed)
 Students involved in bullying
 Aggressiveness in the classroom and outside
 Students not complying to school and class rules
3. Persons responsible for the development of the BMP
 At least one regular education teacher
 At least one special education teacher
 Coordinator
 POD coordinator
 Supervisor
 School /external psychologist
 School counselor
 Parents
 Students (if appropriate for grades 6 and above)

4. Referral
 POD team members receive notification of a proposed POD meeting
and POD team meets and reviews referrals received.
 POD team conducts a review of students’ academic and performance history,
medical history and conducts classroom observations in the area of concern.
 POD team makes recommendations for interventions intended to improve the
students’ academic and behavioral performance.
 POD team develops a BMP accordingly.
 POD team monitors the students’ progress and reviews data weekly for
discussion.
 POD team communicates closely with parents every 90 days, and lets them
know if goals/objectives of BMP have been met.
 POD team reviews and updates the BMP goals every 90 days.

Accommodations and Modifications for People of Determination
Any type of special education programs and related services specified in the IEP, PLP or ALP
may be provided to students who qualify for services to meet their educational needs. In
addition, in order to meet the educational needs of students, accommodations and
modifications in the teaching methods, learning materials or learning environment may be
necessary and should be specified in the plans. Accommodations are changes that do not
alter what is being taught and includes alterations of the environment, curriculum format, or
equipment that allows an individual with a disability to gain access to content and/or
complete assigned tasks. Students who do not have special education plans but are eligible
for special accommodations and modifications are to have a student profile compiled
specifying in detail the special circumstances and accommodations.

Students currently on PLPs





POD team will hold meeting with all persons involved regarding current students and
PLPs, and revise their files and records/marks.
Within 2/3 weeks, POD team will agree on a decision and create appropriate PLPs
where needed.
In the case that a student is seen as capable of achieving curriculum and learning
expectations, the PLP will be terminated but accommodations and modifications will
be considered to facilitate the learning process.
Teachers will check past marks and records and make plans for diagnostic
assessments in order to have an early detection of students with disabilities and who
are in need of learning support.

Weak and above average students
Differentiated instruction is imperative in any classroom to cater to students of all abilities and
needs, incorporating different learning styles, language proficiency, background knowledge
and readiness to learn etc. teachers need to target auditory, visual and kinesthetic learners
in their approaches.

Addendum (A)- Pre-Referral

Pre-referral – POD Teams:




The school principal forms a POD Team which consists of the school principal,
PODCO, social worker, and specialist teacher(s). The student who is
experiencing learning problems and a parent may also be required to
participate in the POD meetings.
The POD Team may meet to discuss the academic performance of students
who are experiencing learning problems and have been referred to the POD
Team.

Addendum (B) – Referral
Referral – POD Teams:





If the student’s progress is adequate, interventions may be discontinued when
no longer needed.
If the student’s progress is not adequate, the POD Team may refer the student to
the zone Coordinator Team for the Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) to
conduct a comprehensive evaluation and determine eligibility for the special
education programs and related services.
For students who are not enrolled in any school at the time that a request for an
evaluation is made, or at the request of a parent, a comprehensive evaluation
will be conducted to determine eligibility for special education services without
completing Step 1 in the process.

Addendum (C) – Exemptions
Dropping French or electives



If the student’s progress in English language skills is not adequate, the POD
team may request the student to drop French and/or elective classes to
reinforce the language skills needed to achieve the learning goals.
Dropping French/ electives will be followed through only with parental
consent.

Addendum (D) – Issues related to IEPs
Mild learning disabilities




As of the academic year 2014-2015, DPS does not have the available resources
to deal with moderate to severe cases or disabilities.
To present date, DPS POD Department handles mild cases stated in the PLP and
BMP policies such as, dyslexia, ADHD, ADD, slow learner etc.
We are continuously looking for speech therapists, psychologists and specialized
teachers to meet a broader range of students’ learning needs.

Admissions Criteria and Continued Enrollment for POD Students, 2017-2018
Academic Level (Evidenced by
prior reports and Placement

Admissions Category

School Support

Notes

Grade level above expectations

Regular admission
possible

Differentiation through regular class
program

Grade level well above
expectations +G&T

Regular admission
possible

Differentiation through regular class
program

Grade level slightly below

Regular admission

Differentiation through regular class

expectations

possible

program

Grade level moderately below
expectations

Regular admission
possible

Grade levels well below
expectations

Considered on a caseby-case basis

Often beyond the scope of the
school facilities

Conditional admission

Differentiation through regular class
program + pull out support for

Termly IEP produced
POD fee charged monthly

possible

student + POD support for teacher
to plan learning strategies

for pull-out support
(AED 1000)

Severe physical disabilities (ie.
wheel chair, CP, MS, etc.)

Considered on a caseby-case basis

Often beyond the scope of the
school facilities

Severe behavioral difficulties (ie.
those that disturb others’ learning)

Considered on a caseby-case basis

Assessment)

Learning disabilities and slow
learners
(dyslexia, dyscalculia etc)

Other POD and learning disabilities
such as autism, down syndrome
etc..

Termly ALP produced
No IEP required

Differentiation through regular class
program + POD support for teacher
to plan learning strategies

Often beyond the requirements in
the student behavioral code of
conduct

No IEP required

BMP may be required +
parent contract
Termly IEP required + a

Considered on a caseby-case basis

Differentiation through regular class Shadow Teacher
program + Shadow Teacher
(parents charged monthly
fee of AED 2000)

